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UPDATE

It has been two months since our previous newsletter and there has 
been lots happening.  We have been out and about meeting some 
of our grant recipients as you will see later on and we have some 
changes within the unit.

Samantha Mawson, our Communications Manager will be leaving us 
this month to take up the role of Senior Communications and 
Engagement Manager with the Cabinet Office.  We have recruited 
for a Senior Communications Officer and they will be joining us 
very soon.

Superintendent Colin McFarlane has now received a worthy 
promotion and leaves us to take up a Chief Superintendent role 
within Performance and Governance.  Superintendent Dave 
Cowley is now joining us as the police lead and we look forward 
to working with him.  Dave is the domestic abuse lead within 
South Yorkshire Police which will be extremely benefitial with our 
priority work. 
I would like to wish Sam and Colin the very best of luck in their new 
roles and thank them on record for their contribitution to the work 
of the unit.

The focus over the next year is going to be very much on Violence 
Against Women and Girls.  We are holding a roundtable on 10 
November with partners to discuss what needs to done by the 
statutory organisations.  We then plan to consult with our voluntary 
and community sector organisations and produce some stategies 
relating to how we tackle this issue here in South Yorkshire.

We have funding available from the Home Office and a campaign 
is being planned to not only raise the awareness of this horrific 
crime, but to look to tackle the causes of why boys and men treat 
women in the ways that they do.

 

 Jessica Adams 
Jess is our Project Manager and is responsible 
for overall management of the Unit’s projects. 

She has pulled together the Unit’s Project Plan 
and ensures that all tasks are tracked and 
delivered to deadline, holding the team to 
account.

Jess also supports with the Unit’s 
documentation and returns, working closely 
with finance to deliver Home Office returns as 
well as completing updates and reports for 
board meetings including the Executive.

Jess’s home life revolves around the constant 
demands of her two Bedlington terriers, Moss 
and Ruby. In her free time she likes to cycle, 
and participates in as many triathlons and 
charity races as she can each year as well as 
planning for her wedding later this month.

 Graham Jones
Head of the
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The South Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit 
To Help Prevent ‘Spiked’ Drinks

The spiking of drinks has become an issue in many 
nightclubs and some pubs across the country.  There is 
some evidence that it has happened in South Yorkshire as 
well.

The South Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit is committed 
to reduce all forms of violence, including ‘spiking’.
We are working with Community Safety Partners
to discuss financial support to purchase spiking prevention 
kits’ to provide to relevant venues.  Read more ...

FORGING AHEAD

The South Yorkshire Countywide Communications Group 
recently got to hear a presentation from The Sheffield 
Uniformed and Fitness Academy about the courses they 
run for young people.

Their Yorkshire Academies focus on Uniformed Services 
and Fitness Courses for young people aged 16 to 25.

These courses are designed to help those who wish to 
peruse a career in the Armed Forces, Police Force, Fire 
Services, Prison Services or Fitness Industry. 

Forging Ahead is a free employment and personal support course for those with a history of offending or at risk of 
offending behaviour. 

Funded by the South Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit this project is delivered by Total Training Provision with the 
charity City Hearts.  The course is currently for men over the age of 18 with a history of offending or at risk of 
offending behaviour. 

It is a three-week course which runs Monday to Friday, 10am-3pm that teaches employability skills as well as a range 
of transferable skills and a personal tools to support participants social and career aspirations. The course also offers 
participants free counselling sessions.   

Ideally the course is for individuals who are ‘employment ready’ and in a position to hold down a job.  This course 
would not be ideal for those dependent on alcohol and drugs and anyone with a custodial sentence pending, as the 
course will help direct them in to work and offer job opportunities at the end.  

For more information please contact forgingahead@cityhearts.co.uk or brooke.hitchen@cityhearts.co.uk
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Funding for In2Change To Prevent 
Domestic Abuse

In2Change have received £19,817 from the South 
Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit in the latest 
round of funding.

The funding will provide engagement opportunities 
to address a change in the attitudes of young 
people across South Yorkshire who are displaying 
aggressive and negative behaviour and who are 
experiencing domestic abuse. Read more ...

The Hubb in Sheffield Visited By Local 
MP and Police and Crime Commissioner

The Hubb received a visit from Dr Alan Billings, 
South Yorkshire Police and Crime Commissioner 
and Paul Blomfield MP on Friday, 29 October.

The visit was arranged as an opportunity for The 
Hubb to explain how the £19,992 funding from 
the South Yorkshire Violence Reduction Fund will 
provide a variety of programmes for young 
people. Read more ...

Visit to Sheffield Women’s Aid

Sheffield Women’s Aid received a visit from Dr Alan 
Billings, South Yorkshire Police and Crime 
Commissioner and Graham Jones, Head of the South 
Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit on Thursday, 7 
October.

The visit was in response to an invitation to visit the 
charity to hear about the work they do supporting 
victims of domestic abuse.  Read more ...
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Funding to Element Society for Engagement 
Work

We visited Element Society on Tuesday, 12 October in 
Sheffield.

Element Society is an independent youth charity based 
in Sheffield that have received £18,010 from the South 
Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit in the latest round 
of funding. Read more ...
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Worth Unlimited in Doncaster Receive 
Funding to Work With Young People

Worth Unlimited in Doncaster received a visit from 
representatives of the South Yorkshire Violence 
Reduction Unit and Dr Alan Billings, South Yorkshire 
Police and Crime Commissioner on Wednesday, 6 
October.

The visit was for everyone to hear about how the 
£20,000 awarded for the South Yorkshire Violence 
Reduction Fund will be providing a project designed to 
provide early intervention for young people at risk of 
permanent exclusion from school in the Doncaster 
area.  Read more ...

Barnsley Group Receive Funding To 
Support Young People in Ward Green

A local youth group have received funding from 
the South Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit to 
provide wrap-around support for young people at 
street level within Barnsley.

The Youth Association StreetSmart Programme 
received almost £12,000 from the Violence 
Reduction Fund and aims to contribute to a 
reduction in violence and crime uptake among 
young people.  Read more ...
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Unity Gym Project in Sheffield Receive 
Funding  

Unity Gym Project in Sheffield is one of the groups that 
has received funding in the latest grants round from 
the South Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit. Read 
more ...

• •

Football Unites Racism Divides Receive 
Funding to Tackle Gang Culture

Football Unites Racism Divides Educational Trust have 
been awarded funding from the South Yorkshire 
Violence Reduction Unit to devise and implement an 
intervention programme to tackle gang, gun and knife 
crime.  Read more ...
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