
ISSUE 9 
August 2021

on a safer South Yorkshire

UPDATE

We have had a busy couple of months in the unit, with lots going on 
behind the scenes.

The three main initiatives, Plan B Custody Navigators, A&E Navigators 
and Forging Ahead are all continuing throughout this financial year.  
We are currently working with the commissioned services to be in a 
position to start to report more on what outcomes these initiatives are 
achieving.

We welcome another 13 successful grant recipients to work in 
collaboration with us.  The fund was massively over subscribed and 
unfortunately we had to tell more groups that they were unsuccessful, 
than we were able to tell were successful.  This is never easy, 
especially when many projects look excellent and fill a need within the 
community.  There is just never enough money to go around and I 
hope everyone continues to work with us and can find alternative 
funding streams.

August sees the re-launch of another one of our initiatives.  The 
Mentors In Violence Prevention Programme is available to be delivered 
in schools across South Yorkshire.

This bystander model is designed to be embedded within the school.  
A bystander is somebody who sees of knows about a certain situation 
such as bullying. The Mentors In Violence Prevention Programme aims 
to educate people that they can do something to stop the situation 
and not be a bystander. 

We are hoping to start more work on our community engagement 
strategy, with plans to visit more community groups over the coming 
months.  We currently run online events, but hope to get out to meet 
many of you in person and hear about the issues that you and your 
communities face when it comes to violence in your neighbourhoods.

 

Mike is our Performance Review Officer and 
self-described “general numbers guy”. 

Mike analyses all the data for our Area 
Profile, as well as multiple smaller projects. 
He pulled together the Unit’s Performance 
Framework and is responsible for making 
sure everyone provides the data for it. He 
works with our evaluators to make sure they 
have all the data they need. 

He also reaches out to other organisations 
who hold data that is useful to the public 
health approach, setting up data sharing 
agreements with them and getting the data 
flowing. When he’s not doing that, he’s 
working with universities to investigate 
what’s the best way to tackle violence. 

Mike’s home life revolves around the 
constant demands of his two cats, the 
sleepy and quiet Vinnie and the incredibly 
loud and energetic Archie. In his free time 
he likes to paint fantasy miniatures and 
listen to metal, 80s pop, and trivia podcasts.  

 Graham Jones
Head of the
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NEWS
in summary

ENGAGEMENT

 Community Visits
As the restictions are lifting and it is now 
becoming safer for us to  come out and meet 
you all, we are wanting to arrange some visits  
to see the work that you all do in the 
community

If anyone would like us to come and meet 
with you, please drop us email.

2021/22 Home Office Funding Confirmed

The South Yorkshire Violence Reduction 
Unit Sponsor ‘Beartanical Bear’

Mentors in Violence Prevention Programme 
Available For South Yorkshire Schools

Violence Reduction Fund Grant Recipients 
Announced
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          Job Vacancies
The Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner are recruiting for 
a Digital Communications and Engagement Officer and a Senior  
Commisisoning and Contracts Officer.

To find our more click here.

We will be holding our next Preventing Violence Forum 
Engagement meeting on Wednesday, 15 September at 
10am on the Microsoft Teams platform.

This is an opportunity for community groups and members of the 
community to meet with the partnership managers from the South 
Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit and discuss issues and hear 
updates on all of our work.

Please email Samantha Mawson for more information on 
samantha.mawson@southyorks.pnn.police.uk

We now have some new dates available for the Trauma Informed 
Working and Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) basic 
awareness training being provided by the Violence Reduction Unit

The course is free and available to anyone who works or 
volunteers in a role that supports children, young people or 
adults who may have been affected by trauma. 

The training is three hours long and will be delivered over Zoom 
or MS Teams digital platforms. 

Please feel free to share with your colleagues and any groups or 
volunteer organisations that may benefit. 

To register your interest please click here.

Trauma Informed Training 

Victim's Commisisoner Annual Report
The Victims’ Commissioner has published  her 2020/2021 Annual 
Report. 

The report provides a retrospective of the work and 
achievements of the Office of the Victims’ Commissioner across a 
turbulent and momentous year for victims of crime. Dame Vera 
reflects upon her own vision for reconceptualising the status of 
victims, gives an overview of the challenges facing the courts 
system following the pandemic, reviews the Government's end-
to-end rape review and makes recommendations for the 
Government to take forward to tackle anti-social behaviour.

You can read the report online here. 

The Youth Endowment Fund has launched a 
new, free-to-access online resource to help 
you put evidence about violence prevention 
into action.

It's been developed to help police forces, 
local authorities, youth charities, school 
leaders and others use evidence when 
making decisions about how best to keep 
children safe from violence.

See more here.

          Youth Endowment Fund

      SYP Alerts
SYP Alerts is a messaging system brought to 
you by South Yorkshire Police.

By registering with SYP Alerts, you can 
choose to receive news and appeals, local 
crime information and/or prevention advice – 
direct to you by email, text or voice 
message.

Find out more here.
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Mentors in Violence Prevention Programme 
Available For South Yorkshire Schools

The South Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit are 
funding the Mentors in Violence Prevention 
programme (MVP) available free of charge to 
secondary schools in South Yorkshire from September.

The Mentors in Violence Prevention programme is a 
leadership and bystander programme.   The 
programme is designed to educate schoolteachers, 
staff and pupils on the bystander model.

Read more ...

Violence Reduction Fund Grant Recipients 
Announced

The South Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit have 
awarded funding of £200,000 to community 
groups supporting young people.

Thirteen groups from across Barnsley, Doncaster, 
Rotherham and Sheffield have received funding 
from the South Yorkshire Violence Reduction Fund 
to support initiatives and projects aimed at 
preventing young people from becoming involved 
in violence.

Read more ...
2021/22 Home Office Funding Confirmed

The South Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit are 
pleased to announce that the Home Office has now 
confirmed the funding of £1.6m for the year 
2021/2022.

It was previously announced that funding would 
continue for Violence Reduction Units for a further 
year, however, there was still a bidding process 
required in order for the funding to be approved, which 
has now been completed.

Read more ...
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The South Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit 
Sponsor ‘Beartanical Bear’

The South Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit are 
sponsoring a bear in this year’s Bears of Sheffield 
Sculpture Trail starting in Sheffield on Monday, 12 July.

Read more ...
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•

YOYO Sport Festival

More than 75 youngsters attended the YOYO Sport 
Festival at the Keepmoat Stadium on Saturday, to 
celebrate the impact of the YOYO Sport Programme on 
the local community.  

Watch the video from the day here.
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