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UPDATE

Welcome to my first newsletter as Head of the South Yorkshire Violence 
Reduction Unit.  

We have seen a busy few months here in the unit with some staff changes.  
Rachel Staniforth has returned to her career in public health and you will be 
aware that Mark Miller and Karen Shooter have returned to roles within their 
local authorities.
We have welcomed Jess Adams as Project Manager and Ian Bailey as 
Partnership Manager for Barnsley to the team.  This does mean that we are 
again back up to full capacity.  

It is also welcome news that Dr Billings was re-elected as South Yorkshire 
Police and Crime Commisisoner and provides continuity as the Chair of the 
Violence Reduction Executive Board.  

I would also like to congratulate Lauren Poultney on her appointment as Chief 
Constable for South Yorkshire Police.

We will be continuing with some of the exisiting initiatives over the next 
financial year, such as the Plan B Custody Navigators, Forging Ahead and the 
A&E Custody Navigators.   I look forward to sharing more information about 
this with you over the coming months. 

The domestic abuse campaign has been launched.  This is a fine example of 
partnership work , which included support from all four local authorities and 
South Yorkshire Police.  We want to encourage more people affected by 
domestic abuse to ask for help and support and these animations, really show 
what some people live with on a daily basis.  We can all work together to end 
domestic abuse and I encourage you all to get involved.

There are lots of opportunities available for everyone here in South Yorkshire 
to have their say.  Our engagement events run every six weeks on digital 
platforms.  Please come along to let us know about what is going on in your 
communities. 

    Neepa Bandyopadhyay 

Neepa is our Administration 
Assistant.   She manages the 
administrative side of the unit and 
keeps us all organised.  

Neepa  assists her colleagues in 
arranging meetings and events. 
She is the first point of contact for 
any queries by email and 
telephone and many of you will 
have spoken to her or received 
information from her over the last 
couple of years.

In addition to her administrative 
duties, she helps out with the 
social media and website and 
assists with the purchase orders 
and invoicing.  

Outside of work, Neepa is kept 
busy with her three year old 
daughter. 

Neepa has a passion for cooking 
and music. She also loves 
gardening.

 Graham Jones
Head of the

South Yorkshire Violence 
Reduction Unit

IN THIS 
ISSUE
Web: southyorkshireviolencereductionunit.com l Twitter: @SY_VRU | Email: samantha.mawson@southyorks.pnn.police.uk

• Update from Graham Countywide Communications

MEET
the team

Community Roundup
Domestic Abuse Campaign

•
•

•

•
•

Engagement Event
Meet Neepa

http://southyorkshireviolencereductionunit.com
http://twitter.com/SY_VRU
mailto:samantha.mawson%40southyorks.pnn.police.uk?subject=
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/serious-violence-reduction-orders


COMMUNITY 

Study an undergraduate 
course in Barnsley
Barnsley College Higher Education (HE) 
has launched a new course guide 
showcasing its range of higher-level 
courses.
The College offers higher-level 
programmes including foundation and 
honours degrees, Higher and Degree 
Apprenticeships, HNCs, HNDs and 
professional business and leadership 
courses which are validated by leading 
universities. 

The new 2022 guide is available to 
download here.
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RNN Group Prospectus
RNN Group are an education and training 
provider, meeting the needs of thousands 
of employers, adults and school leavers 
every year.

Their new prospectus details all the bright 
opportunities on offer for Higher 
Education and Higher Apprenticeships at 
University Centre Rotherham, Rotherham 
College and Dearne Valley College.

You can view the prospectus here. 

The Family Works Website
The Family Works is a family support programme developed by a 
local church that works with families in Sheffield. 

The Family Works offer time, encouragement and support for the 
whole family through trained people who want to walk the 
journey with you. 

Click here to visit the website.

Consultation is now open for you to have your say about how 
Doncaster Council currently deal with domestic abuse and how 
they should tackle it over the next three years.  

Please take part in this consultation and share details of it far and 
wide.  Click this link for survey.

If you would like to discuss the strategy or the consultation 
please contact karen.shooter@doncaster.gov.uk 

Doncaster DA Consultation

Vital Signs Survey
South Yorkshire's Community Foundation is conducting research 
to measure the vitality of our community. Vital Signs is a ‘health-
check’ that identifies our community's hidden needs and priorities.

Understanding the needs of a community and the issues it faces is 
the first step to being able to solve them.

Local data gathered through the research is used to support 
evidence-based, locally-relevant solutions to improve the quality 
of life at the community level.

The findings will enable SYCF to provide targeted intervention 
where it is most needed.

Please complete the online survey here.

South Yorkshire's 
Community Foundation 

There is no Time For Hate Crime 
It is Time To Stop The Hate!

Below is a YouTube link to a wonderful animation around Hate 
Crime that has been co produced by young people from Early 
Help, Different but Equal, MyPlace and RUCST National 
Citizenship Service.

This animation was created to raise awareness around Hate 
Crime.  Specifically looking at what it is? how it impacts people 
and where to report it - click here.

Street Doctors
StreetDoctors is excited to launch the '8 
Minutes to Save a Life' campaign and we 
need your help to share its vital message 
far and wide to the young people you work 
with. 

Doing this could save the lives of young 
knife attack victims across the UK.

Please watch and share our most important 
campaign to date with your young people, 
friends and networks. 

You can watch the campaign here.

South Yorkshire's Community Foundation 
have a range of funding available for 
community groups and charities.  
Click here for more informaiton.
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South Yorkshire Fire & Rescue and South Yorkshire Police have 
teamed up with the Prince's Trust and Barnsley College to 
deliver an award winning 12 week TEAM programme. 

The course is open to 16 - 25 year olds and is a life changing 12 
week adventure. 

Since starting the programme they have transformed over 200 
young people’s lives. Also in this period they have undertaken 19 
community projects four of which have won the coveted Prince’s 
Trust Community impact award for Yorkshire and Humberside.

For more information please contact:

Sheffield - John – 07769 887249 jdaley@syfire.gov.uk

Dearne  - Rhian – 07919 565122 roxley@syfire.gov.uk 

EngagementSara Harnett is the Women’s Recreational Football Officer for 
Rotherham and Sheffield. Sara is currently trying to get a survey 
out to as many girls and young women in Rotherham as 
possible. The survey is asking what they would like recreational 
football to look like in their area. 
With the UEFA Women’s Euro’s coming to Rotherham next year, 
Sara and her team have secured a pot of funding that is 
dedicated to women’s recreational football and they want to 
make sure they are setting up sessions that girls and young 
women want
Click here to take the survey

This is an opportunity for community 
groups and members of the community to 
meet with the partnership managers from 
the South Yorkshire Violence Reduction 
Unit and discuss any issues. 

We will be holding our next Preventing 
Violence Forum Engagement meeting on 
Thursday, 24 June at 10am on the Zoom 
platform.
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Have your say, Play your way

Countywide
Communications
The South Yorkshire Countywide 
Communications Group met for the second 
time on 18 May.

The group includes communicators from a 
range of organisations, charities and 
community groups across South Yorkshire 
who are building networks and sharing 
information.  

Many members are taking the opportunity 
to network and get to know others 
working on similar issues.

Please get in touch if you would like more 
information.

The Prince's Trust

Domestic Abuse Campaign
We have launched our domestic abuse campaign that includes eight 
animations telling the real life stories of domestic abuse survivors 
from South Yorkshire.

The animations are extremely powerful and aimed at people 
currently living in abusive situations.  We want to encourage them to 
access local support.  

All of the animations are hosted on our website and YouTube.  Each has the facility to show captions in different 
languages to help those where English is not their spoken language.

We have worked with each of the four local authorities and South Yorkshire Police to produce the campaign and it 
is available for everyone to use and share.  If you would like to get involved in the campaign, posters, leaflets, z-
cards and calling cards are also available.  Please contact us for a partner pack.   

The animations are currently running on our social media and we would appreciate any support in reaching the 
people who will benefit from help and support. Read more.
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