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UPDATE

I'm sad to say that this is going to be my last introduction to the South 
Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit newsletter.  I will be leaving the unit on 
the 23 March to return to my Public Health Specialty Training programme 
with Health Education England Yorkshire and Humber.

I am pleased that I will be leaving the South Yorkshire Violence Reduction 
Unit in good hands with Graham Jones, who has been appointed my 
successor, and has been working on a comprehensive handover since 
Monday, 1 March.  The first physical handover of my career to date!

I have been reflecting on my time with the unit and am pleased with what 
we have achieved since we started - too much to list here.  We have 
launched our South Yorkshire wide needs assessment, known as our area 
profile and our South Yorkshire Violence Reduction Strategy - both with 
direct input from some of our most affected communities.  We asked for 
the views of people who had been affected by violence and that helped us 
to produce our strategy and the sixteen violence reduction priorities.  

We have partnership working at the core of the unit, with our Partnership 
Managers seconded from local authorities and working locally, with their 
excellent knowledge of people and place.  I am proud of everyone in South 
Yorkshire.  All of our partners are dedicated to making change.

We are also saying goodbye and thank you to Mark Miller, Barnsley 
Partnership Manager.  Mark is taking up a role with Barnsley's Organised 
Crime Team, so i'm sure that will only make the links in to other agencies 
stronger - and we welcome Ian Bailey, who replaces Mark.

I wish everyone working on the cause to prevent and reduce violence the 
best of luck.  We are all working in some very difficult times, especially for 
women.  We now need to come together as a collective to stop violence 
once and for all.  We all have the right to be safe in our communities.

Rachel is our Partnership Manager for 
Rotherham and is the lead for the unit 
on Weapon Enabled Crime, Homicide, 
Gangs, Organised Crime Groups and 
Mentors in Violence Prevention 
Programme.

Rachel joined us in July 2020 from 
Rotherham Council. Her background 
and passion is in early intervention and 
prevention and the early years - true 
prevention is not waiting for bad things 
to happen; it’s preventing things from 
happening in the first place. 

With 15 years’ experience of supporting 
children, young people and families; 
Rachel has worked in a range of roles 
including Families for Change Co-
ordinator and Integrated Working Lead. 

Rachel is a mum to a young family 
therefore her hobbies include ‘Peppa 
Pig’, ‘Ben & Holly’ and ‘Ryan’s World’! 
Rachel is an advocate for mindfulness, 
and wellbeing often partaking in spa 
breaks and afternoon teas.

 Rachel Staniforth
Head of the
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 Chartered Status
Congratulations to our very own 
Samantha Mawson who was 
awarded chartered status with 
the Chartered Institute of Public 
Relations in January.

Sam is only the 400th person to be 
awarded chartership and it comes on 
the back of a very thorough 
assessment day that evaluates how 
she works ethically, strategically and 
with leadreship in her public 
relations practice. 
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          JOB VACANCY

The Office of the Police and Crime 
Commissioner are recruiting for a PA to 
the South Yorkshire Police and Crime 
Commissioner and his Chief Executive and 
Solicitor.

This will be on a twelve month fixed term 
contract commencing on 21 June 2021 to 
cover maternity leave

To find our more click here.

We will be holding our next Preventing Violence Forum 
Engagement meeting on Friday, 26 March at 2pm on the Zoom 
platform.

This is an opportunity for community groups and members of the 
community to meet with the partnership managers from the South 
Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit and discuss any issues. 

Please email Samantha Mawson for joining instructions on 
samantha.mawson@southyorks.pnn.police.uk

For the last eight weeks we have welcomed three students 
from Sheffield Hallam University on a work placement.
Ellen is one of the students and she has been placed with 
Samantha Mawson to work on parts of our communication 
strategy.

In her time with the unit, Ellen has completely transformed the 
website, addling all of the videos and animations from YouTube in 
to easy to read and navigate web pages.

You will now see lots of additional pages in the About section 
including:

Adverse Childhood Experiences 
Areas Of Focus
Causes of the Causes 
Domestic Abuse
Executive Board

We have also included a short write up about all of our grant 
recipients throughout 2019/20 in the VR Fund section.

Our Website 

SHOWCASE VIDEO
We have been producing a showcase video since March 2019.  
Due to the Covid-19 restrictions, this has taken a little longer.  
When restrictions were lifted, we were out filiming with Cuckoo 
Films to see how some of the projects that we have funded across 
Barnsley, Doncaster, Rotherham and Sheffield are supporting 
people. Click here to watch.
Special thanks go to everyone featured in the video:

 A&E Navigators
 Big Brother Burngreave
 Clifton Learning Partnership
 Dr Alan Billings
 Fight For Good
 Plan B Custody Navigators
 The Exodus Project
 YOYO Sport

You will be expected to manage email 
inboxes, screen telephone calls and 
handle correspondence.
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Dr Billings issues a warning on levels of 
youth unemployment

Dr Alan Billings, South Yorkshire Police and Crime 
Commissioner has issued a warning on how levels of 
youth unemployment due to the COVID-19 
pandemic could provide an opening for gang 
recruitment.  

The  Commissioner raises his concerns for the young 
people living in South Yorkshire if unemployment 
levels rise.  

Read more ...

Graham Jones Appointed Head of the 
South Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit

The Police and Crime Commissioner has appointed 
Graham Jones as the new permanent Head of the 
Violence Reduction Unit.

Graham Jones comes to the Violence Reduction Unit 
from his post as Head of the National Probation 
Service in Barnsley and Sheffield. He has over 14 
years’ experience as a senior manager in the 
Probation Service and has led on a number of local, 
regional and national transformation programmes. He 
has wide experience in stakeholder engagement at a 
strategic level and has also commissioned treatment 
and preventative services for violent offenders.

Read more ...

Funding To Continue For The South 
Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit
The Government has announced that the South 
Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit will receive funding 
for the year 2021/2022 to continue to tackle serious 
violence across South Yorkshire.

It has been agreed that South Yorkshire will receive 
£1.6m in funding, which is the same amount as the 
previous two years.

Read more ...
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High Sheriff Visits The South Yorkshire 
Violence Reduction Unit

The South Yorkshire High Sheriff, Carole O’Neill visited 
the South Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit office on 
Tuesday, 16 March to present the team with a certificate 
in recognition of their work across the county.

Read more ...

•

January 2021

    MEET CHRIS
Chris is our guest blogger and often writes articles 
about his experiences of the criminal justice 
system.   He is also an active member of the 
Beyond Walls Initiative.

Take a read his latest blog about the link between 
criminality and ACEs here.  

To find out more about Chris and his poetry on his 
Facebook page. 
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