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Head of the
South Yorkshire Violence
Reduction Unit
Welcome to the January edition of our Newsletter. I hope that you all
had a lovely Christmas and are having a good start to the new year.
The current Covid restrictions means that the team are still working from
home. This brings with it some issues, but they are all working hard
attending online partnership meetings and continuing the initiatives in
place to support individuals involved in violence.

Samantha Mawson
Sam is our Communications Manager.
She is the face behind our social media
accounts, articles published on the
website, media relations and this
newsletter. She attends meetings on
most initiatives providing
communications advice to both internal
and external stakeholders.

I've not previously welcomed Karen Shooter, our Project Manager to the
team. Sadly, this welcome is also a goodbye as Karen has been offered
a position as the Strategic Lead for Domestic Abuse with Doncaster
Council, which she is hoping to start in early March after employment
checks have been completed. Karen will be a great loss to the team, but
we will continue to work with her to keep people safe from domestic
abuse in South Yorkshire. Our loss is definitely Doncaster's gain and we
all wish her the best of luck. We also welcome Superintendent Colin
McFarlane to the team.

Sam joined us from the Office of the
Police and Crime Commisioner where she
worked as Dr Billings' Senior
Communication Officer since he was
elected in 2014. Sam has also worked in
South Yorkshire Police's Corporate
Communications covering both Barnsley
and Rotherham districts.

One article of note included below is the excellent Beyond The Walls
initiative. This is a fantastic opportunity for ex-offenders. We have also
published our annual report that can be viewed online. The report
highlights our achievements throughout our first year.
Blogs from myself, Dr Alan Billings and Assistant Chief Constable Lauren
Poultney have been published on our website discussing the advantages
of working to prevent violence, rather than dealing with the
consequences. These can be viewed on our website. If you would like
to write a blog for our website, please contact Samantha by return
email.

Due to having two boys aged 13 and 11,
Sam doesn't have any spare time. PreCovid she could be found at the side of a
football pitch as the boys train or play
football. When she is not doing this, she
can be found in the East Stand at
Oakwell most Saturdays supporting
Barnsley FC.

We have also produced videos about the South Yorkshire Violence
Reduction Unit, The Public Health Approach, Trauma Informed Practice
and support for victim of domestic abuse. These are all available on our
YouTube channel.

Luckily, Sam quite likes football!

Finally, please stay healthy and safe during these difficult times.
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INFORMATION
South Yorkshire Fire and Rescue have a referral scheme called Safe
& Well which allows partners to sign up via an application form for
the provision of free fire safety awareness training (which lasts
approximately an hour) and access to our secure online referral
portal.

NEWS
in summary

Emergency Fund to Support
Young People Launched
Four Young People from Rotherham are
Recognised By The High Sheriff

We also have referral pathways for threats of fire related crime
(including domestic abuse) and family-based interventions for
young fire setters. you can also find more details here.

Beyond The Walls Initiative Looking
for Thespians

You can read these stories here.

SmartWater Initiative Protects
Domestic Abuse Victims

TRAUMA INFORMED
TRAINING
The Violence Reduction Unit are running a Trauma Informed
Working and Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) basic
awareness training.
This is a three hour online training course looking at how we can
incorporate a trauma informed approach to working by considering
ACEs and trauma. It explores the benefits of becoming a trauma
informed organisation and incorporating a trauma informed
approach to your work.
Adverse Childhood Experiences is an increasingly used term to
highlight the harmful impact of a range of potentially traumatic
experiences in childhood including abuse, neglect but also parental
substance misuse, parental separation or incarceration, parental
mental illness and living in care. We also recognise that trauma
happens in adult life.
Click here to find out more details and book a place.

First Annual Report Published

Study Launched to Explore Impact of
Knife Crime Images on Young People

SURVEY

The South Yorkshire Violence
Reduction Unit (VRU) want to make
sure that they are contributing to the
South Yorkshire communities in a
meaningful way.
They are working with partners at
Sheffield Hallam University on this
short survey, which asks people in
South Yorkshire whether they have
heard of The South Yorkshire Violence
Reduction Unit and the work that they
do.
We would greatly appreciate if you
could complete this survey
The link to the survey is here.

DOMESTIC ABUSE
PREVENTION
As part of our work to prevent domestic abuse, we have
produced a number of short videos that explain the support
available from South Yorkshire Police and local authorities .
The videos signpost people who may be concerned about
domestic abuse in their homes to local support services. All of
these vides have been running on our Twitter account
throughout December and the Christmas period.
You can watch the videos on our YouTube channel here. They
are available to be shared by anyone wishing to show there to
others.

The Damilola Taylor Trust has a legacy
campaign running to commemorate the
20th anniversary of the tragedy of
Damilola.
It’s trying to bring together as many
people as possible to celebrate the
kind of young person Damilola was
turning into.
Four articles feature on the Ambassadors
of Hope page included within the website
that have been submitted by young people
from Rotherham.
You can read these stories here.
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Beyond The Walls Initiative
Looking for Thespians

First Annual Report Published

A new and exciting initiative funded by the South
Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit is looking for people
who want to take a different direction in life away
from crime.

The South Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit has
today, (Tuesday, 15 December 2020) published their
first Annual Report, detailing the work that they have
achieved since being set up in August 2019.

The Beyond the Walls Initiative is part of Shakespeare
Unbard which works with those caught up in the
criminal justice system and offers them the
opportunity to set up and run a collaboratively-owned
theatre company. Founder of Shakespeare UnBard,
Rowan Mackenzie, has been working in prisons across
England since 2017 and has won multiple awards for
the theatre companies she co-owns with the actors
inside. Read more ...

The report sets out the journey that the South
Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit have been on in
their first year. Read more …

SmartWater Initiative Protects
Domestic Abuse Victims
An initiative funded by the South Yorkshire Violence
Reduction Unit has protected over 80 vulnerable
people across South Yorkshire in the last eight
months.

Emergency Fund To Support Young
People
The South Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit has
funding available to social enterprises and charities in
South Yorkshire to help them with financial difficulties
and supporting vulnerable young people over the
winter months.

SmartWater is a forensic marking liquid that is
traditionally used to deter offences of theft and
burglary. The domestic abuse initiative has taken an
innovative approach and adapted the use of forensic
marking so that potential victims of Domestic Abuse
can be protected. Read more ...

Study launched to explore impact of knife
crime images on young people

Amounts of up to £10,000 can be applied for, of
which 50% can be used on core costs, which can be
backdated to 5 November 2020. Read more ...

The effects of knife images on young people are set
to be examined as part of a new partnership project
led by researchers at Sheffield Hallam.

We have some training videos available on our
YouTube channel that introduce you to the Violence
Reduction Unit and Trauma Informed Practice.

Academics in the Forensic and Applied Investigative
Research group (FaIR) at Sheffield Hallam University,
the University of Sheffield, South Yorkshire’s Violence
Reduction Unit and Thame’s Valley’s Violence
Reduction Unit have received funding from the N8
Policing Research Partnership to explore whether
using images of confiscated knives, both with inperson interventions and in the media, may cause
more harm than good. Read more ...

There are also some videos that are to be shown as
continued professional development in the Street
Skills sessions. You can take a sneek peak here.

PAST
ISSUES

•
•

October 2020
June 2020

•
•

April 2020
January 2020

Web: southyorkshireviolencereductionunit.com l Twitter: @SY_VRU | Email: samantha.mawson@southyorks.pnn.police.uk

