Violence in South Yorkshire Area Profile Executive Summary
1. Taking a Public Health Approach
We are taking a public health approach to violence that looks
at five core elements:

Data & Evidence

Causes of Causes

2. Causes of the Cause
Violence is a social issue; social determinants of violence are the
same as the determinants of health - we call them ‘social
determinants of life’
Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and trauma affect some of
our young people, which can impact their development and have
lasting consequences throughout their lives
Inequalities in society mean that people have different starts in
life; we have developed a ‘Social Determinants of Life’ model to
guide how we can address these issues
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Prevention
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3. Violent Crime in South Yorkshire

Some violence in South
Yorkshire involves
weapons; most doesn’t
The Home Office intends to measure the
success of Violence Reduction Units based
on 18 to 25 year olds, yet our data shows
that the problem is far broader than this for
most violent crime, with most suspects and
victims aged between 14 and 39
Evidence also shows early intervention
is required as the largest increase in
victimisation occured in 0-9 and 10-13
age groups

4. Perceptions of Violence
Communities recognise that
violence has social causes
Communities want to help
themselves

Where violence is higher, there
is a lack of trust between
communities and police
Community identity and
confidence is important

Reducing violence is a ‘slow burn’ process

6. Priorities

There are areas of South
Yorkshire where levels of violent
crime are higher
There are links between
night time economy,
alcohol and violence
Suspects and victims of violence are
more likely to be male, apart from
domestic violence where victims are
more likely to be female

Violence with injury in South Yorkshire is strongly
related to deprivation, child development at age 5
and alcohol related harm

5. Conclusions
The causes of violence are multi-faceted, and require work
across individual, relationship, community and societal factors
Our key challenge is uniting our communities and agencies at
different levels as no one agency is responsible for ALL factors
Our role is to join the dots between existing work, structures and
processes

Achieved by working in partnership, using mechanisms outlined in the Violence Reduction Strategy.

1. Encourage safe, nurturing and stable relationships between
children and their parents and caregivers
2. Encourge all professionals and organisations to continue to
work toward becoming trauma-informed, to an approved
standard for South Yorkshire
3. Work to end domestic abuse
4. Promote gender equality to prevent violence against women
5. Work to improve the mental health of the population, and
advocate to ensure that those who need support receive it in a
timely manner
6. Support people who misuse substances to make positive
choices
7. Reduce the availability and harmful use of alcohol
8. Work to ensure that children and young people have equal
access to education and that their differing starting points and
situational context is taken into account

9. Support people into employment and provide pathways to
further education/re-training
10. Ensure that housing is adequate
11. Increase cohesion in our communities, supporting our
communities to identify and maximise their assets
12. Provide ways out for those already entrenched in violence, or
who have been previously incarcerated, to support effective
rehabilitation
13. Reduce access to lethal means (weapons)
14. Work to change cultural and social norms that support
violence
15. Work to embed this approach in Community Safety
Partnerships, and ensure that existing mechanisms for change
are fully utilised
16. Reduce violence through victim identification, care and
support programmes

