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Welcome to the June
newsletter for the South
Yorkshire Violence Reduction
Unit. We have now received
written confirmation of our
grant for 2020/21 from the
Home Office, which is great
news for South Yorkshire and
testament to all organisations
involved in producing the bid.
Since our last newsletter, we
have all been adjusting to the
new normal, working
from home.
We have been learning how
to do things differently, and
on 28 May, we held our first
online event, exploring how
we can implement
Mentors in Violence
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Prevention across South
Yorkshire. We recorded the
event, and the recording
is available on our website
along with a question and
answer session here.
We are looking for interested
schools to be the first to set
up the programme, which
has had fantastic success in
the US and Scotland. We
are setting up a steering
group – if you are interested
in being involved, please get
in touch.
We will be holding some
more online events on 3 July
and 16 July, focused on
taking a partnership
approach to
understanding and
managing risk for children
who go missing. There will
also be a presentation on
Child Criminal
Exploitation, recognising local and national context. To
register, follow this link.
Hope to see some of you
there.
In the meantime, stay safe.
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the team

Mark Miller
Mark is the Partnership Manager for
Barnsley and the lead for Mentors
in Violence Prevention, Night Time
Economy, Weapon Enabled Crime &
Homicide.
Before joining us, Mark worked as a
Team Leader for the Safer
Neighbourhood Service, on one of
the Neighbourhood Police Teams in
Barnsley. He has gained 17 years’
experience working as part of the
leadership team within the
Neighbourhood Police, tackling local
crime and anti-social behavior issues,
in partnership with the local
authority, communities and various
other organisations such as those in
the third sector.
In his spare time, Mark supports his
two boys while they play football,
enjoys cycling (more watching it than
actually doing it, of recent times),
following Formula 1 on TV and going
to races.
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INITIATIVES

NEWS
in summary

A&E NAVIGATORS

Illegal cigarettes put lives at risk

The A&E Navigators have been providing interventions at the
Northern General Hospital as of Monday, 6 January 2020.

SmartWater Protects Victims of
Domestic Abuse across South
Yorkshire

ASSERTIVE OUTREACH

YOYO Sport brings together all Five
South Yorkshire Football Clubs

The assertive outreach workers have responded to over 30
requests from Children’s Homes and have worked closely with
12 young people. Benefits are being seen in children’s homes,
through a resource to help find young people who have not
returned home and through an increase in intelligence referrals
in respect of sexual and criminal exploitation.

PLAN B CUSTODY NAVIGATORS
The custody navigators are well established at Shepcote Lane
Custody Suite. There have been 33 direct interventions to date.
Out of those engagements, 14 individuals are being supported
in the community, of those 14, 11 are currently in employment,
education or training.

MENTORS IN VIOLENCE PREVENTION
On 28 May 2020, a webinar event with 62 participants took place
via Zoom to discuss the implementation of Mentors in Violence
Prevention (MVP). Listen to the recording here.

YOYO SPORT
YOYO Sport is currently suspended due to COVID19. The community sports trusts are ready to deliver sessions as soon as it
is safe to do so. Social media posts are being published during
the lockdown period. The YOYO Sport website is now available
here.
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EXTERNAL
FUNDING AVAILABLE

Child sexual abuse: support
services transformation fund
The child sexual abuse (CSA)
support services transformation
fund, offers £2.8 million for
statutory and non-statutory
organisations in England and
Wales to develop and embed best
practice in support for children and
young people who have
experienced sexual abuse.
Find out more here.

Alternative provision: Year 11
transition funding
Sets out the financial support
available to alternative provision
(AP) schools and colleges to
support current year 11 students
into post-16 education.
Find out more here.
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NEWS
YOYO Sport Brings together all Five South
Yorkshire Football Clubs Working in
Collaboration
The five South Yorkshire football community
sports trusts are working together in
collaboration for the first time to provide a new
initiative for young people called YOYO Sport.
Funded by the South Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit in partnership with the Office of the South
Yorkshire Police and Crime Commissioner, South
Yorkshire Police and the Premier League, YOYO
Sport will offer sporting sessions across Barnsley,
Doncaster, Rotherham and Sheffield every night of
the week. Read more...

Illegal cigarettes put lives at risk
Barnsley Council’s Regulatory Services team is
warning residents not to purchase non-duty paid/
smuggled cigarettes as they could be putting their
lives at risk.
Ten packets of smuggled cigarette products,
seized since the beginning of the year from
Barnsley shops, were analysed by a laboratory in
Gateshead last month, before lockdown started.
This was thanks to funding provided by the South
Yorkshire Violence Reduction Unit. Read more...

All detained people coming in to custody will be
checked under a UV light.
There are many different SmartWater solutions
in South Yorkshire and each has a unique design
that will link the perpetrator to the crime.
To read more about the domestic abuse marking
scheme see here.

A South Yorkshire Police partnership
project has been nominated as a finalist in
British Security Awards
A project, which saw South Yorkshire Police and
global security company SmartWater, work together to tackle violence in Sheffield’s night time
economy has been shortlisted for a British Security
Award.
The ‘SmartTag’ initiative was developed in
response to concerns about knife crime and violence at pubs, clubs and bars in the city centre, but
has now been rolled out across South Yorkshire
Detective Superintendent Lee Berry said:
“This project saw us equip security staff at venues
with canisters of the forensic marking fluid,
SmartWater, usually used as a deterrent to
burglars who break into a property. The idea was,
that the fluid would be deployed if violence broke
out, marking offenders who may later present at
police custody or hospital, therefore making it
easier for us to link them to an offence or
an incident.”
Read more…

Domestic Abuse Forensic Marking Scheme
The domestic abuse forensic marking scheme
means that perpetrators of domestic abuse could
be marked with the SmartWater products.
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